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(57) ABSTRACT

A hand motion recognizing apparatus obtains an image with
first resolution including a hand and an image with second
resolution higher than the first resolution including the hand,
maps the image with the first resolution and the image with
the second resolution, extracts a hand position from the image
with the first resolution, obtains a hand region corresponding
to the hand position from the image with the second resolu-
tion mapped to the image with the first resolution, and sub-
sequently estimates a hand motion from the hand region.
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FIG. 2
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR
RECOGNIZING HAND MOTION

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority to and the benefit of
Korean Patent Application No. 10-2014-0025072 filed in the
Korean Intellectual Property Office on Mar. 3, 2014, the
entire contents of which are incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and apparatus for
recognizing a hand motion.

2. Description of the Related Art

3D motion recognizing systems have been used in various
application fields such as human-computer interaction (HC1),
motion capture for computer graphics, gesture/action recog-
nition for image monitoring, healthcare, and the like. In par-
ticular, 3D motion recognizing systems have drawn much
attention as a core technique enabling natural user interface
for smart devices or interactive digital content.

In such a 3D motion recognizing system, a method and
apparatus for recognizing a hand motion are expected to
infinitely increase the value of user interface such as promot-
ing diversity of user interfaces and maximizing user conve-
nience.

However, current 3D motion recognizing systems may be
able to extract skeletal joints from a depth map image to
recognize a user motion, and generally, resolution of a depth
map may allow for extraction of a position of large skeletal
joints (elbow, knee, wrist, and the like) but it is not sufficient
to recognize a shape of a finger.

A related art providing a solution to this problem includes
atechnique of analyzing a skeletal joint using a depth camera
and identifying a finger based on a skin color from an RGB
image. However, the use of an RGB image may lessen accu-
racy of an algorithm due to different skin colors of different
races, and an RGB image cannot be checked in a state in
which lighting is dim, making it impossible to identify a hand
gesture.

The above information disclosed in this Background sec-
tion is only for enhancement of, understanding of the back-
ground of the invention and therefore it may contain infor-
mation that does not form the prior art that is already known
in this country to a person of ordinary skill in the art.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention has been made in an effort to provide
amethod and apparatus for recognizing a hand motion having
advantages of increasing accuracy of recognition of a finger
motion regardless of an external environment or skin color.

An exemplary embodiment of the present invention pro-
vides a method for recognizing a hand motion by a hand
motion recognizing apparatus. The hand motion recognizing
method includes: obtaining an image with first resolution
including a hand; obtaining an image with second resolution
including the hand; mapping the image with the first resolu-
tion and the image with the second resolution; obtaining a
hand position from the image with the first resolution; extract-
ing a hand region corresponding to the hand position from the
image with the second resolution mapped to the image with
the first resolution; and estimating a hand motion from the
hand region.
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The first resolution may be lower than the second resolu-
tion.

The image with the first resolution may be a depth image
and the image with the second resolution may be an infrared
(IR) image.

The image with the first resolution and the image with the
second resolution may be obtained from a single image sen-
sor.

The obtaining of the image with the first resolution may
include creating the image with the first resolution by using
IR light, and the obtaining of the image with the second
resolution may include creating the image with the second
resolution by using IR light.

The obtaining of the image with the first resolution may
include creating the image with the first resolution by using
structured IR light, and the obtaining of the image with the
second resolution may include creating the image with the
second resolution using IR light.

The image with the first resolution and the image with the
second resolution may be alternately created.

The image with the first resolution and the image with the
second resolution may be obtained from image sensors,
respectively.

Another embodiment of the present invention provides a
hand motion recognizing apparatus. The hand motion recog-
nizing apparatus may include an image obtaining unit and an
estimating unit. The image obtaining unit may obtain an
image with first resolution including a hand and an image
with second resolution higher than the first resolution, the
image with the second resolution including the hand.

The estimating unit may map the image with the first reso-
Iution and the image with the second resolution, obtain ahand
position from the image with the first resolution, extract a
hand region corresponding to the hand position from the
image with the second resolution mapped to the image with
the first resolution, and subsequently estimate a hand motion
from the hand region.

The image with the first resolution may be a depth image
and the image with the second resolution may be an infrared
(IR) image.

The image obtaining unit may create the image with the
first resolution by using IR structured light, create the image
with the second resolution by using IR light, and alternately
create the image with the first resolution and the image with
the second resolution.

The image obtaining unit may create the image with the
first resolution and the image with the second resolution by
using IR light.

The image obtaining unit may include a first image sensor
configured to obtain the image with the first resolution by
using IR structured light, and a second image sensor config-
ured to obtain the image with the second resolution by using
IR light.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a hand motion recognizing
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a hand motion recognizing
method according to an exemplary embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a hand motion recognizing
apparatus according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.
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FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a hand motion rec-
ognizing apparatus according to another exemplary embodi-
ment of the present invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

In the following detailed description, only certain exem-
plary embodiments of the present invention have been shown
and described, simply by way of illustration. As those skilled
in the art would realize, the described embodiments may be
modified in various different ways, all without departing from
the spirit or scope of the present invention. Accordingly, the
drawings and description are to be regarded as illustrative in
nature and not restrictive. Like reference numerals designate
like elements throughout the specification.

Throughout the specification and claims, unless explicitly
described to the contrary, the word “comprise’” and variations
such as “comprises” or “comprising” will be understood to
imply the inclusion of stated elements but not the exclusion of
any other elements.

Hereinafter, a hand motion recognizing method and appa-
ratus according to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention will be described in detail with reference to the
accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a view illustrating a hand motion recognizing
apparatus according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, and FIG. 2 is a flowchart illustrating a hand
motion recognizing method according to an exemplary
embodiment of the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 1, a hand motion recognizing apparatus
100 includes a depth image obtaining unit 110, an infrared
(IR) image obtaining unit 120, a mapping unit 130, and an
estimating unit 140.

Referring to FIG. 2, the depth image obtaining unit 110
obtains a depth image of the entirety or a portion of a user’s
body including a hand (S210). The depth image obtaining
unit 110 may be an image sensor which may be able to capture
a depth image of the entirety or a portion of the user’s body.
For example, the depth image obtaining unit 110 may be a
CMOS image sensor that is highly reactive to infrared rays
(IR).

The IR image obtaining unit 120 obtains an IR image of the
entirety of a portion of the user’s body including a hand
(S220). The IR image obtaining unit 120 may be, for example,
a CMOS image sensor. The IR image obtaining unit 120 uses
infrared light that is not visible to the human eye, and thus
lighting is not required. Therefore, even in an environment in
which brightness of lighting is changed or in a dark environ-
ment, a hand may be effectively recognized by using an IR
image.

Here, a depth image has low resolution, relative to the IR,
image. The IR image, which is a black and white image, has
resolution having a sufficiently high degree to estimate a hand
motion and posture. For example, resolution of the depth
image may be 640x480, for example, while resolution of the
IR image may be 1280x960, higher than that of the depth
image.

In order to obtain a depth image with low resolution, the
depth image obtaining unit 110 uses IR structured light or IR
light. In case of using structured light, the depth image obtain-
ing unit 110 may project IR structured light and obtain a depth
image with low resolution using information of a structure
that is deformed according to objects. In case of using IR
light, the depth image obtaining unit 110 may measure a time
duration in which light is returned, to obtain a depth image
with low resolution.
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The IR image obtaining unit 120 uses IR light to obtain an
IR image. IR light has an infrared wavelength (720 nm or
higher), and the IR image obtaining unit 120 projects IR light
to an object and senses infrared rays reflected from the object
to obtain an IR image with high resolution.

Here, by differentiating an infrared wavelength of IR struc-
tured light, and an infrared wavelength of IR light, the depth
image and the IR image may be obtained using two image
sensors.

The mapping unit 130 maps the depth image and the IR
image (S230). Mapping the depth image and the IR image
refers to matching a brightness value of the IR image to the
depth image having only a distance value.

The estimating unit 140 obtains a position of a hand from
the depth image (S240). In order to obtain a position of the
hand from the depth image, various methods may be used and
the present invention may not be limited to a particular
method. For example, the estimating unit 140 may extract a
position of the hand from the depth image through a method
of extracting a human being’s skeletal joints.

The estimating unit 140 extracts a hand region from the IR
image based on the position of the hand obtained from the
depth image (S250). The estimating unit 140 may extract a
region corresponding to the position of the hand from the
hand region. The estimating unit 140 may extract a region
obtained by enlarging the region corresponding to the posi-
tion of the hand, as a hand region. For example, the estimating
unit 140 may extract a region which continues from the region
corresponding to the position of the hand and includes the
region corresponding to the position of the hand, as a hand
region.

The estimating unit 140 estimates a hand motion from the
hand region extracted from the IR image (S260). The hand
motion may be a concept including a posture of fingers. As for
estimation of a hand motion, each motion and posture is
estimated through a method of classifying input images based
on previously learned motion and posture data.

In this manner, the hand motion recognizing apparatus 100
extracts a position of a hand from an image including the hand
with low resolution, and obtains a hand region corresponding
to the position of the hand from an IR image with high
resolution mapped to an image with low resolution.

In general, whether a hand exists, recognizing a position of
ahand, and an analysis of a hand shape are all performed over
a large number of pixels at high resolution, and high perfor-
mance hardware is required and a period of time for estimat-
ing a hand motion is also increased.

In contrast, according to an exemplary embodiment of the
present invention, first, a position value of a hand is roughly
extracted using a small number of pixels at low resolution,
and calculation for estimating a hand motion is performed
only on pixels corresponding to a hand region in an IR image
with high resolution based on the extracted position value of
the hand. Thus, calculation and a time for estimating a hand
motion can be significantly reduced.

FIG. 3 is a view illustrating a hand motion recognizing
apparatus according to another exemplary embodiment of the
present invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, a hand motion recognizing apparatus
100" includes an image obtaining unit 150, a mapping unit
130, and an estimating unit 140.

The image obtaining unit 150 obtains both a depth image
and an IR image. For example, the image obtaining unit 150
may be a CMOS image sensor.

As mentioned above, the image obtaining unit 150 uses IR
structured light or IR light to obtain a depth image with low
resolution.



US 9,412,013 B2

5

In case of using structured light, the image obtaining unit
150 may project IR structured light and obtain a depth image
with low resolution using information of a structure that is
deformed according to objects.

In case of using IR light, the image obtaining unit 150 may
project IR light to an object and measure a time duration in
which light is returned after being reflected from the object, to
thus, obtain a depth image with low resolution. Also, the
image obtaining unit 150 may obtain an IR image with high
resolution using IR reflected from the object as is.

That is in case of using IR light, the image obtaining unit
150 may obtain both a depth image and an IR image using
only a single IR light source.

Meanwhile, in case of using IR structured light, IR struc-
tured light and IR light need to be used to obtain a depth image
and an IR image. Thus, the image obtaining unit 150 alter-
nately obtains a depth image and an IR image such that no
interference occurs between the IR structure light and IR
light. For example, when the image obtaining unit 150 oper-
ates at a period of 60 Hz, the image obtaining unit 150 acti-
vates IR structured light and deactivates IR light at a first
period to obtain a depth image with low resolution and acti-
vates IR light and deactivates IR structured light at a second
period to obtain an IR image with high resolution. In this
manner, the image obtaining unit 150 may alternately obtain
the depth image and the IR image without collision.

Thus, since the depth image can be obtained even with the
CMOS image sensor, both the depth image and the IR image
can be obtained using only the single CMOS image sensor.

At least some of the functions of the hand motion recog-
nizing method and apparatus according to the exemplary
embodiment of the present invention as described above may
be implemented by hardware or may be implemented by
software combined with hardware. Hereinafter, an exemplary
embodiment in which the hand motion recognizing method
and apparatus are combined with a computer system will be
described in detail with reference to FIG. 4.

FIG. 4 is a schematic view illustrating a hand motion rec-
ognizing apparatus according to another exemplary embodi-
ment, of the present invention, which shows a system that
may be used to perform at least some of the functions of the
depth image obtaining unit 110, the IR image obtaining unit
120, and the estimating unit 140. Also, FIG. 4 shows a system
that may be used to perform at least some of the functions of
the image obtaining unit 150 and the estimating unit 140
described above with reference to FIG. 3.

Referring to FIG. 4, the hand motion recognizing apparatus
400 includes a processor 410, a memory 420, at least one
storage device 430, an input/output (I/O) interface 440, and a
network interface 450.

The processor 410 may be implemented as a central pro-
cessing unit (CPU), any other chip sets, a microprocessor, or
the like, and the memory 420 may be implemented as a
medium such as a RAM including a dynamic random access
memory (DRAM), a rambus DRAM (RDRAM), a synchro-
nous DRAM (SDRAM), a static RAM (SRAM), or the like,

The storage device 530 may be implemented as a perma-
nent or volatile storage device, such as a hard disk, a compact
disk read only memory (CD-ROM), a CD rewritable (CD-
RW), a digital video disk ROM (DVD-ROM), a DVD-RAM,
a DVD-RW disk, a blue-ray disk, or the like, flash memories,
or various types of RAMs. The 1/O interface 440 enables the
processor 410 and/or the memory 420 to access the storage
device 430, and the network interface 450 enables the pro-
cessor 410 and/or the memory 420 to access a network.

In this case, the processor 410 may load a program com-
mand for implementing at least some of functions of the depth
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image obtaining unit 110, the IR image obtaining unit 120, the
mapping unit 130, and the estimating unit 140 to the memory
420 to provide control to perform the operations described
above with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. The program com-
mand may be stored in the storage device 430 or may be
stored in a different system connected via a network.

The processor 410, the memory 420, the storage device
430, the I/O interface 440, and the network interface 450
illustrated in FIG. 4 may be implemented in a single computer
or may be implemented in a plurality of computers in a
distributed fashion.

The hand motion recognizing apparatus 400 in FIG. 4 is
illustrated as a system formed by coupling the hand motion
recognizing apparatus described above with reference to
FIGS. 1 and 2 to a computer system, or it may be a computer
system that may be used to perform at least some of the
functions of the image obtaining unit 150, the mapping unit
130, and the estimating unit 140 described above with refer-
ence to FIG. 3. In this case, the processor 410 may load a
program command for implementing at least some of the
functions of the depth image obtaining unit 150, the mapping
unit 130, and the estimating unit 140 to the memory 420 and
provide control to perform the operations described above
with reference to FIG. 3.

According to exemplary embodiments of the present
invention, since a shape of a finger is identified regardless of
an external environment and skin color, various interactions
may be allowed.

The embodiments of the present invention may not neces-
sarily be implemented only through the foregoing devices and
methods, but may also be implemented through a program for
realizing functions corresponding to the configurations of the
embodiments of the present invention, a recording medium
including the program, or the like, and such an implementa-
tion may be easily made by a skilled person in the art to which
the present invention pertains from the foregoing description
of the embodiments.

While this invention has been described in connection with
what is presently considered to be practical exemplary
embodiments, it is to be understood that the invention is not
limited to the disclosed embodiments, but, on the contrary, is
intended to cover various modifications and equivalent
arrangements included within the spirit and scope of the
appended claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for recognizing a
hand motion by a hand motion recognizing apparatus, the
method comprising:

obtaining an image with first resolution including a hand;

obtaining an image with second resolution including the

hand;

mapping, by a processor, the image with the first resolution

and the image with the second resolution;

obtaining a hand position from the image with the first

resolution;

extracting, by the processor, a hand region corresponding

to the hand position from the image with the second
resolution mapped to the image with the first resolution;
and

estimating, by the processor, a hand motion from the hand

region,

wherein the image with the first resolution and the image

with the second resolution are obtained from a single
image sensor,

wherein the image with the first resolution is a depth image

and the image with the second resolution is an infrared
(IR) image,
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wherein the obtaining of the image with the first resolution
comprises creating the image with the first resolution by
projecting IR light to an object and measuring a time
duration in which the IR light is returned after being
reflected from the object, and

wherein the obtaining of the image with the second reso-

Iution comprises creating the image with the second
resolution by using the IR light itself which is reflected
from the object as it is.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first resolution is
lower than the second resolution.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein

the obtaining of the image with the first resolution com-

prises creating the image with the first resolution by
using structured IR light, and

the obtaining of the image with the second resolution com-

prises creating the image with the second resolution by
using IR light.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the image with the first
resolution and the image with the second resolution are alter-
nately created.

5. A hand motion recognizing apparatus comprising:

at least one hardware processor and a storage;

an image obtaining unit loaded on the at least one hardware

processor and configured to obtain an image with first
resolution including a hand and an image with second
resolution higher than the first resolution, the image with
the second resolution including the hand, the image
obtaining unit comprises a single image sensor; and

an estimating unit loaded on the at least one hardware

processor and configured to map the image with the first
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resolution and the image with the second resolution,
obtain a hand position from the image with the first
resolution, extract a hand region corresponding to the
hand position from the image with the second resolution
mapped to the image with the first resolution, and sub-
sequently estimate a hand motion from the hand region,

wherein the image with the first resolution is a depth image
and the image with the second resolution is an infrared
(IR) image, and

wherein the image obtaining unit creates the image with
the first resolution by projecting IR light to an object and
measuring a time duration in which the IR light is
returned after being reflected from the object, and cre-
ates the image with the second resolution by using the IR
light itself which is reflected from the object as it is.

6. The hand motion recognizing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein the image obtaining unit creates the image with the
first resolution by using IR structured light, creates the image
with the second resolution by using IR light, and alternately
creates the image with the first resolution and the image with
the second resolution.

7. The hand motion recognizing apparatus of claim 5,
wherein

the image obtaining unit comprises:

a first image sensor configured to obtain the image with the
first resolution by using IR structured light; and

a second image sensor configured to obtain the image with
the second resolution by using IR light.
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